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Possible causes of Labor dystocia

The Powers
The Passage

The Passenger
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Fetal lie
Attitude

Fetal presentation

Fetal position
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(A) vertex (B) sinciput (C) brow (D) face

Longitudinal lie. Cephalic presentation. Differences in attitude of fetal
body.

Note changes In fetal attitude in relation to fetal vertex as the fetal head
becomes less flexed
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Presentation Percent Incidence
Cephalic 96.8 -
Breech 2.7 /.36
[rnasverse 0.3 /].335
Compound 0.7 1:1000
Face 0.05 1.2000
0.0] 110000

Brow




Vertwx/occiput presentation .
Face presentation| — <~ -
Bregma presentation

Brow presentation
Frank breech
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Complete breech &yt o Lo -
Footling breech
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Compound presentation




OA > sla o4 Fetal position
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The chosen point

\ertex presentation = occiput
Face presentation ® mentum
Breech presentation = Sacrum
houlder presentation Scapula
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LOP

Right occipitoposterior Left occipitoposterior
Posterior
Right \ Left

LOT
Left occipitotransverse

ROT
Right occipitotransverse (
f

OA LOA
Right occipitoanterior Left occipitoanterior

Lie: Longitudinal or vertical
Presentation: Vertex

Reference point: Occiput
Attitude: Complete Hexion

Fig. 18-2 Fetal vertex (occiput) presentations in relation to front.back. or side of maternal pelvis.
@ 2004, Mosby, Inc. All rights reserved.



Engagement Birth of the shoulders
}
Descent External rotation
} 1
Flexion Expultion of head
l 1

Internal rotation > Extension
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Fetus makes his head smaller

Occipitofrontal diameter > Suboccipitobregmatic diameter
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Internal rotation
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| External rotation |
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